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A.        FEDERAL / NATIONAL / INTERNATIONAL 
 

Craft Beverage Modernization and Tax Reform Act 

S. 1562, the Craft Beverage Modernization and Tax Reform Act, was introduced in the U.S. 

Senate on June 11 by Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR) and companion H.R. 2903 was introduced in 

the U.S. House of Representatives on June 25 by Representatives Erik Paulsen (R-MN) and Ron 

Kind (D-WI).  S. 1562 has 11 total sponsors in the U.S. Senate and H.R. 2903 has 73 total 

sponsors in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

 

The legislation incorporates provisions of the Small Brewer Reinvestment and Expanding 

Workforce Act (Small BREW Act), excise tax recalibration legislation supported by the Brewers 

Association in the past several Congresses.  

 

S. 1562/H.R. 2903 would reduce excise taxes, compliance burdens, and regulations on breweries, 

cideries, wineries, and distilleries. Tax provisions for breweries include: 1) Any domestic 

brewery that produces less than 2 million barrels a year would pay $3.50/barrel on the first 

60,000 barrels and $16 barrel on anything above 60,000-2 million barrels; 2) Any domestic 

brewery that produces more than 2 million barrels a year would pay $16/barrel on their first 6 

million barrels; 3) All importers would pay $16/barrel on the first barrel they import through 6 

million barrels. Those importers that import more than 2 million barrels would pay $18/barrel on 

any barrel over 6 million. Other provisions would simplify beer formulation and label approvals, 

reduce filing and bonding requirements, remove restrictions on transfers of beer and repeal 

unnecessary inventory restrictions. 

 

Alcohol Shipping Bill Introduced 

U.S. Representative Jackie Speier (D CA-14) has introduced H.R. 3412, the USPS Shipping 

Equity Act, to authorize the U.S. Postal Service to ship beer, wine and spirits through the mail in 

conformity with existing state shipping laws. 

 

 

B. THE STATES 
 

Sales, Distribution and Franchise: 
 

New York 

Passing the Senate, Senate Bill 5707 seeks to authorize farm breweries to sell wine and spirits 

manufactured by a licensed farm winery or farm distillery, and to authorize farm wineries to sell 

beer and spirits by a licensed farm brewery or farm distillery. 

 

Oregon 

Signed by the Governor, Senate Bill 583 authorizes the holders of off-premises sales license or 

direct shipper permits to deliver malt beverages for delivery to consumer or to ship malt 

beverages for delivery to consumer. Allows brewery licensee to sell growlers of malt beverages 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1562/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22s1562%5C%22%22%5D%7D
http://www.brewersassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/HR-232.pdf
http://www.brewersassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/HR-232.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/3412?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22hr3412%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1
http://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&bn=S05707&term=2015&Text=Y
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2015R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB583/Enrolled


brewed on the premises and to sell malt beverages brewed on the premises for off-premises 

consumption. 

 

 

Taxation: 
 

New York 

Before the Governor for action, Assembly Bill 7106 seeks to exempt brewers who produce less 

than 60,000 barrels of beer a year from the requirement to file annual information returns with 

the department of taxation and finance. 

 

Oregon 

Failing to advance from committee, House Bill 2135 sought to remove the prohibition against 

local government enactment of taxes on alcoholic beverages. 

 

 

Trade Practice & Other:  
 

California 

Passing out of Senate committee, Assembly Bill 776 seeks to authorize a licensed beer 

manufacturer to apply to the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) for a brewery 

event permit that allows the sale of beer produced by that beer manufacturer for consumption on 

property contiguous and adjacent to the licensed premises of the manufacturer and would allow 

up to four authorized events each calendar year. 

 

Gaining Senate committee approval, A.B. 973 seeks to harmonize the rules for on-sale and off-

sale retailers and allows the dissemination of retail information on new media platforms (e.g. 

social media) for all types of retailers. 

 

Receiving initial Senate committee approval, A.B. 780 would allow a beer manufacturer to name 

a licensed retailer on social media platforms. 

 

Passing initial Senate committee consideration, A.B. 893 seeks to repeal existing provisions of 

the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Act relating to the process for filing of beer label 

applications with the ABC by manufacturers of beer and instead creates a simplified and 

streamlined product registration process, as specified, to be used by beer manufacturers. 

 

Gaining Assembly committee approval, Senate Bill 327 would consolidate two similar tied-

house exceptions (one pertaining to "on-sale" retailers and the other to "off-sale" retailers) within 

the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Act, which authorize the dissemination of information 

pertaining to the retail availability of products by alcoholic beverage producers, distributors or 

importers in response to direct inquiries from consumers. 

 

New York 

Before the Governor for action, S.B. 1757 would prohibit the sale or offering for sale of any 

powdered or crystalline alcohol.  

http://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A07106&term=2015&Text=Y
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2015R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2135/Introduced
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/15-16/bill/asm/ab_0751-0800/ab_776_bill_20150415_amended_asm_v98.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/15-16/bill/asm/ab_0951-1000/ab_973_bill_20150226_introduced.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/15-16/bill/asm/ab_0751-0800/ab_780_bill_20150408_amended_asm_v98.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/15-16/bill/asm/ab_0851-0900/ab_893_bill_20150707_amended_sen_v96.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/15-16/bill/sen/sb_0301-0350/sb_327_bill_20150422_amended_sen_v97.pdf
http://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&bn=S01757&term=2015&Text=Y

