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A.        FEDERAL / NATIONAL / INTERNATIONAL 
 

Small Brewer Federal Excise Tax Legislation Introduced in 114th Congress 

Small brewer excise tax recalibration legislation, the Small Brewer Reinvestment and Expanding 

Workforce Act (Small BREW Act), has been introduced in the 114th U.S. Congress which 

convened on January 6, 2015.  On January 8 H.R. 232 was introduced by Representatives Erik 

Paulsen (R-MN) and Richard E. Neal (D-MA).  Joining as original co-sponsors of the bill were 

Representatives Peter De Fazio (D-OR), Earl Blumenauer (D-OR), Patrick McHenry (R-NC) and 

Patrick Meehan (R-PA). 

 

The Small BREW Act seeks to reduce the small brewer rate on the first 60,000 barrels by 50 

percent (from $7.00 to $3.50/barrel) and institute a new rate $16.00 per barrel on beer production 

above 60,000 barrels up to 2 million barrels.  Breweries with an annual production of 6 million 

barrels or less would qualify for these tax rates.  Legislation introduced in the last Congress, H.R. 

494, gained a total of 182 total sponsors.  In the Senate, companion legislation S.917 realized 47 

total sponsors. 

 

FDA Issues Final Guidance on Labeling of Certain Beers 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced final guidance regarding the labeling of 

beers made without malted barley or without hops, which fall under FDA jurisdiction. 

 

 

B. THE STATES 
 

Sales, Distribution and Franchise: 
 

Florida 

Senate Bill 186 authorizes the sale of malt beverages packaged in individual containers of 32, 64 

or 128 ounces by certain license holders if they are filled at the point of sale and have an 

unbroken seal or are incapable of being immediately consumed.  Each container must also be 

imprinted or labeled with information specifying the manufacturer and the brand of malt 

beverage. 

 

Indiana  

H.B. 1053 seeks to allow a microbrewery and a farm winery that occupy the same building to 

sell by the glass the microbrewery's beer and the farm winery's wine from the same service bar, 

without a structure separating the service of wine and the service of beer. 
 

Among other provisions, Senate Bill 32 allows the holder of a microbrewery permit to sell 

carryout alcoholic beverages on Sunday without a supplemental dealer's permit. 

 

http://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/GuidanceDocumentsRegulatoryInformation/ucm166239.htm
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=_s0186__.DOCX&DocumentType=Bill&BillNumber=0186&Session=2015
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2015/bills/house/1053#document-4d82547d
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2015/bills/senate/32#document-0f8bd0af


House Bill 1076 provides that the alcohol and tobacco commission may not require a 

microbrewery that sells beer by the glass to furnish food. 

 

Kentucky 

House Bill 168 seeks to prohibit an entity from holding two different types of licenses (e.g. 

brewery and distributor).  The introduction of this legislation is a direct result of the recent 

acquisition of a second Kentucky distributor by Anheuser-Busch InBev. 

 

Missouri 

House Bill 279 seeks to allow those licensed to sell intoxicating liquor in the original package at 

retail under to sell between 32 to 128 ounces of draft beer to customers in containers filled by an 

employee of the retailer on the premises for consumption off the retail premises. Specifications 

for the labeling and sealing of the containers, compliance with federal law, and health and safety 

regulations for filling and refilling containers are specified in the bill. 

 

 

Taxation:  
 

Mississippi  

H.B. 82 seeks to increase the excise tax and markup on alcoholic beverages.  An excise or 

privilege tax of 64.2 cents would be imposed on distributors of light wines and beer. 

 

 

Trade Practice & Other:  
 

Indiana  

Senate Bill 142 requires a $0.10 refundable deposit on each beverage (including beer) container 

beginning in 2016. 

 

S.B. 276 seeks to increase the number of barrels of beer that a small brewer may manufacture to 

not more than 90,000 (instead of not more than 30,000) in a calendar year for sale or distribution 

within Indiana. 

 

Senate Bill 281 requires that, for a brewery to qualify as a microbrewery, the entire brewing 

process of the beer must occur in Indiana. Changes the amount of the barrels of beer that a 

microbrewery may manufacture in a calendar year for sale or distribution within Indiana from 

30,000 to 60,000. 

 

New Jersey 

Assembly Bill 3925 seeks to authorize, under certain circumstances, limited brewery licensees to 

operate restaurants. 

 

http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2015/bills/house/1076#document-c95d3620
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/15RS/HB168.htm
http://www.house.mo.gov/billtracking/bills151/billpdf/intro/HB0279I.PDF
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2015/pdf/HB/0001-0099/HB0082IN.pdf
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2015/bills/senate/142#document-c79b4a9f
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2015/bills/senate/276#document-b3d4ca8e
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/2015/bills/senate/281#document-b351e20a
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2014/Bills/A4000/3925_I1.PDF

